FITZ’S RUBRICS: WRITING A MEMOIR

We all have people in our lives that are really important to us.  A "Memoir" is a story we tell about that person.  This week, try and write a memoir about a person in your life who is important to you. This person can be a friend, a grandparent or parent, brother or sister, or aunt or uncle--anybody whom you know well and who helps you feel special and loved, or who has helped you through a hard time in life, or who is inspired and inspiring.

There are many ways to write memoirs. Here is a simple and straightforward rubric to help you write a prose memoir.

	CATCHY TITLE
	Remove my words and put a title in this box. The title should be interesting and catchy.

	1st Paragraph: Set the scene. Start with a scene with you and your memoir person doing something together. Describe everything about that scene.  End this paragraph by writing the one thing you like most about that person.  That “thing” becomes the "theme" of your memoir.  
	

	2nd Paragraph: Say what you mean. Write about why this person is important to you. Tell us your thoughts and feelings, and describe the specific "actions" this person does for and with you that makes him or her so special. Try and write at least five sentences--more if you can write more!!! 
	

	Additional Body Paragraphs: There is no reason why you can't add more paragraphs in here as there must be several reasons why this person is important to you--and each reason should have its own paragraph. 
	

	3rd (or final) Paragraph: Finish it clean. Start your last paragraph by telling us why everyone should have a person like your memoir person in his or her life. End the paragraph with one short sentence that" captures" why your person is so great--and use an exclamation point at the end. For example: "Uncle Tony is the coolest guy in the whole world!"
	

	PASTE YOUR WHOLE MEMOIR IN HERE. BE SURE TO DOUBLE SPACE BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS, INDENT (TAB) THE FIRST SENTENCE OF EACH PARAGRAPH, AND PROOFREAD FOR ANY SPELLING ERRORS OR WEIRD SOUNDING SENTENCES—AND HAVE FUN!
PASTE THE FINAL MEMOIR IN YOUR BLOG AND HIT PUBLISH.








