Fitz‘s Book Review Rubric
This is a really cool rubric to use when writing a book, movie or game review. It works great for summer reading reviews, homework assignments, or just a great blog entry. Give it a try and see how it works for you.
· Use this rubric to write your review—but don’t post it in rubric form: copy and paste each section as separate paragraphs.

· It is set up as a book review, but with very little tweaking, it can be used for a movie or game review as well.

· Double space between paragraphs.

· If it is a new review, save the entry as the title of the book, For example: Harry Potter: Goblin of Fire

	Image of Book Cover
	If you can, try to add a picture of your book cover.  You can find them online by using Google images. Download a picture to your desktop and then click “Insert Image” on your dashboard toolbar. Before you upload, click custom: set the width to 300 and set the image to “float right.” Paste your book review under the picture and you’ll have an awesome review!

	First Paragraph: The Opening

1. Write an opening statement giving essential information about the book, including: book title, author, first copyright date, type of book, general subject matter, and any other factual information that will help your reader know “about” the book.

2. Write two or three sentences that try to capture the general plot of the book.

3. Write one sentence that states the overall theme of the book.  


	

	Second Paragraph: Objective Details 

1. How is the story told, and what is the point of view of the author? Summarize the plot briefly. 

2. Who is the intended audience? 

3. What is the general field or genre, and how does the book fit into it? 

4. How did the author keep you interested? 

5. What is the author's style? Is it effective for the author’s intended audience?
	

	Third Paragraph: Personal Response

1. How did the book affect you? 

2. Did you change any ideas you held because of it? How does it fit in with what you think or your own personal world view? 

3. Did it bring up memories of other books or authors you have read?


	

	Final Paragraph: Elevator Review (three sentences or less) 

1. Praise or criticize the qualities (or lack of quality!) of the book.

2. Give your recommendation as clearly and concisely as possible.
	

	Footer: Reviewer Summary

1. Put your name, the date of the review and your five star rating in Bold Large Font
	John Fitzsimmons 

2/3/2010

~ RATING: **** 4/5


